



J a m i e  F o r s y t h e  
T y l e r  B e n n e t t
N e w s  E d it o r s
W hile the Southern Illinois 
U niversity  Board o f  Trustees
K w a m e  R o s s /A le s t le  
PSA member Jeff Griffith hoists 
his sign at the picket.
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U.S. judge upholds pickets on campus
Students feel the 
Mardi Gras spirit
9-ball exhibition racks up crowd
B r u c e  K l o s t e r m a n n
N e w s  R e p o r t e r
mem bers arrived for their 
m onthly m eeting Thursday 
morning, 14 Professional Staff 
A ssociation m em bers greeted 
them while marching in front of 
Morris University C enter’s east 
entrance.
PSA m em bers w alked a 
picket line holding hand-lettered 
signs and handing out fliers as 
trustees gathered for breakfast 
before the 9 a.m. meeting. The 
picket was to protest the 
Edw ardsville cam pus
adm inistration’s refusal to 
include all PSA members in a 2 
percent pay increase given to 
many other SIUE workers.
“They (board m em bers) 
have all been really nice. They’ve 
greeted us and a few  have taken 
the flier,” said Tom Dehner, PSA 
m em ber and news coordinator 
for SIUE’s radio station W SIE- 
FM, 88.7.
PSA gave out informational 
fliers detailing the reasons for the 
picket, which began at 6:30 a.m. 
in subfreezing temperatures.
The PSA m em bers carried 
various signs. Some read, “SIUE: 
where injustice is hard @ work,” 
“81 Trees = $ 108,000 Pro Staff = 
0,” “No Raise For You: SIU E’s 
new fight song” and “Show me 
the $$$ you show ed the 
administration.”
Even though the 
organization had protested on 
campus in previous years with 
little to no opposition , SIUE 
warned the PSA Feb. 2 not to 
p rotest on cam pus since the 
group is not a university- 
sponsored organization. The PSA 
never changed plans and instead 
took the board o f trustees to 
court.
W ednesday night, after 
approxim ately three hours o f 
deliberation , the PSA was 
granted a temporary restraining 
order against the university by 
U.S. D istrict Judge M ichael 
Reagan.
The tem porary restraining 
order states, “Plaintiff (PSA) has 
demonstrated a clear possibility
K w a m k  Ross /A lestle
Professional Staff Association members march carrying signs in 
freezing temperatures Feb. 12 in front of the east entrance to 
the Morris University Center.
of irreparable injury, loss or 
dam age in the event that 
defendants (SIU E) prohibit 
p la in tiff from  conduction 
peaceful informational picketing 
at m ultiple en trances to the 
U niversity C enter during the 
SIUE Board of Trustees’ meeting 
on Feb. 12.”
The university has so far 
refused a 2 percent increase to
101 PSA members, according to 
Dehner. Despite that, in August 
2003, the SIUE adm inistration 
gave unrepresented professional 
staff and civil service em ployees 
a 2 percent increase across the 
board.
“ It’s an issue o f fairness and 
equity. It w ould only cost 
$68,820 to give (the raise to) 101 
see PICKETS, page 3
K r is t e n  R e b e r
N e w s  R e p o r t e r
The Student Fitness Center 
was ablaze with Mardi Gras spirit 
Friday night when more than 600 
students, faculty and staff 
members gathered for the second 
annual Parti Gras celebration.
The free event ran from 9 
p.m. until 2 a.m. Dr. Zhivegas 
began its performance at 11 p.m. 
to serenade partygoers with 
music.
“The students enjoyed the 
wide range of activities offered, 
and o f course every single person 
went home with som ething for 
free, which the students 
appreciate,” Campus Recreation 
graduate assistant Keith Becherer 
said. “The casino area was also a 
huge success, and Dr. Zhivegas 
put on a fantastic show.”
One popular activity was the 
casino area, com plete with 
blackjack, roulette tables and slot 
machines. At the end o f the night, 
chips could be cashed in for prize 
tickets.
“ Basically, everyone that
comes in gets 15 chips to start 
w ith,” Greek Life Coordinator 
and casino m anager John 
Davenport said. “For every 15 
chips they have at the end of the 
night, they get to en ter for 
prizes.”
see PARTI GRAS, page 4
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J essic a  B a la d a dM  r n r t E  
A student enjoys free activities 
during Parti Gras Friday night.
Run for student government
B r u c e  K l o s t e r m a n n  trustee and 12 student senator Williams said he would like to
K w a m e  R o s s /A lestle
Nine-ball player Allison Fisher lines up a shot during her exhibition.
Fisher said. “But I won a going. Once I knew I could do it,
tournam ent tw o w eeks after I was a lot more confident.” 
arriving, and that gave me the Since moving to the United 
confidence I needed to keep see POOL, page 3
N e w s  R e p o r t e r
S ta rtin g  M onday,
applications for the 2004-2005 
S tudent G overnm ent elections 
will be available in the Student 
Government office, Room 1060 
o f  the K im m el L eadership 
Center.
S tudent G overnm ent
president, vice president, student
positions will be available for the 
2004-2005 school year.
Interested students must 
have com pleted 12 credit hours at 
SIUE prior to the spring 2004 
semester and be enrolled full­
time during the fall and spring 
semesters in which they wish to 
serve.
S tudent G overnm ent
election com m issioner Nick
see as many people get involved 
as possible.
“We have a pretty diverse 
representation  right now,” 
W illiams said. “But I’d really like 
to see people from  all the 
different interest g roups on 
campus get involved."
W illiam s said he is also 
going to do as much as he can to 
see ELECTIONS, page 4
M ore than 150 people 
flocked to the Goshen Lounge of 
the M orris U niversity  C enter 
Saturday night to see A llison 
Fisher, the No. 1 w om en’s 9-ball 
player in the world, put on a 
billiard exhibition.
Fisher opened the exhibition 
by talking for a few  minutes 
about her beginnings as a snooker 
pool player in her native England 
and her career as a 9-ball player 
in the United States.
“ I thought it would take me a 
long time to win once I got here,”
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SLAP SHOTS
Apply for Battle of the Bands
Bands enter by calling 618-254-0211 
(Entries must be in every Thursday)
Karaoke every Thurs. - DJ every Wed. & Fri. 
Bar & Grill -  Food & Drink Specials
#17 East Gate Plaza 
East Alton, II 62024
— --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tired of living on Campus?
Call us today...
Cherry Hills Properties, Inc.
• # ! § #  2 bdrm townhouses, 1.5 baths 
3 barm townhouses, 2.5 baths 
All kitchen appliances, w /d  hookup 
Ask about our advanced rental program  
You can lock in your housing for next semester now!
6 18-692-9310 www.rentchp.com
Tuesday, Jeb. 17 
5:30pm-6:30pm 
Cougar Den
Love can’t save your health
K e l l y  S c h o m a k e r
N e w s  S t r in g e r
! One Month Unlimited Tanning only
! $29.00
! &  Receîve a îre e  bonlE  o f 




6455 Center Grove Rd., Suite 101 
Edwardsville, IL 62025
. . . .
S H A R A  R E Y N 0 L D S M L £ 5 7 'L£
Students participate in activities, such as having their blood 
pressure taken, testing flexibility and determining body fat levels 
during the Valentine’s Fitness Day in the Student Fitness Center.
Fall for F itness Day, Knitter “It’s a good opportunity to help 
added. students, to give them
“It’s an event that we like to encouragement, and they benefit 
do for students,” Knitter said, from it.”
Family program offers fim events
S c h a l e n e  H o u s t o n  
N e w s  S t r in g e r
SIUE student families have 
an opportunity to view large 
paintings and to try painting in a 
larger format from 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday at the M orris 
University Center.
Materials will be provided, 
but participants should 
w ear painting attire. Large 
Painting Large is part o f Cougar 
Kids Saturdays Family Program 
series.
A dvanced registration  is
required, and there will be no on­
site admission. This program is 
free for SIU E students and 
families of up to three children. 
There is a $1 charge for each 
additional child.
The cost for SIUE faculty 
and staff is $5 up to three children 
and $1 for each additional child.
This program is appropriate 
for children between the ages o f 4 
and 10.
Cougar Kids Saturdays 
Family Program is a monthly 
series. Kimmel Leadership 
Center D irector Steve
Sperotto said there will be 
a program  for SIUE 
student fam ilies one Saturday 
per month.
Sperotto said this is the first 
year for the series and said he 
expects the program to grow.
SIUE fam ilies are 
encouraged to com e and 
participate in the fun.
“ It m eets the need for 
student parents,” Sperotto said.
For more information, call 
the Kimmel Leadership Center at 
650-2686 or e-mail Sperotto at 
ssperot@ siue.edu.
The Student Fitness Center 
was packed from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday for Valentine’s Fitness Day.
The center offered a fitness 
evaluation that gave SIUE 
students and staff
recom m endations on how to 
become more fit.
V alentine’s F itness Day 
offered free evaluations of blood 
pressure, cardiovascular fitness, 
flexibility, m uscular strength, 
body com position and glucose 
and cholesterol levels.
“It was a pretty successful 
event. The num bers of 
people rem ained pretty 
steady throughout the day,” 
Fitness C oord inator Aimee 
Knitter said.
Nurses from Alton Memorial 
H ospital gave glucose and 
cholesterol read ings, and a 
dietician and personal trainers 
were available. K inesiology 
students also helped out with the 
programs.
“The personal trainers 
basically gave a brief overview of 
the results to the students and 
staff,” Knitter said.
The next fitness evaluation 




Police issued a citation to Matthew Q. Hiltibidal 
for expired registration at Woodland Hall.
Police issued a citation to W oody A. 
M itchell for expired  registration on South 
University Drive.
2-10-04
Police issued a citation to Dan Xie for speeding 
on South University Drive.
Police issued a citation to Siow Yuen 
Shuenn for a stop  sign violation on South 
University Drive.
Police issued a citation to Daniel R. Hellrung III 
for expired registration on South University 
Drive.
2-11-04
Police issued a state citation to Eskindir 
Yehwalawork for a stop sign violation on North 
Circle Drive.
2-12-04
Police issued a citation to Jason C. Gillick for 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle on South 
University Drive.
Police issued a citation to Shantel M. M iller for 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle on South 
University Drive.
2-13-04
Police issued a citation to Davie Leyba for 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle on South 
University Drive.
Police issued a citation to Patricia A. Woods for 
driving w ithout a valid d r iv e r’s license on 
Stadium Drive.
2-14-04
Police issued a citation to Andy C. Hausmann for 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle on South 
University Drive.
2-15-04
Police issued a citation to Antony R. Newton for 
speeding on North University Drive.
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PICKETS---------
fro m  page 1
PSA members who would qualify 
for the increase. It is a small 
portion o f an adm in istra to r’s 
salary,” Dehner said.
M ike Cook, an Illinois 
Education A ssociation official 
for this region, said, “At this 
point, the administration is trying 
to hide behind the contract. It 
is fair for the university to do 
the right thing and give it to our 
members as well.”
Four SIUE police cars were 
on hand for the peaceful picket. 
Three of those cars were parked 
in the pay lot on the east side of 
the MUC while the fourth was 
parked on the sidewalk in front of 
Rendleman Hall.
POOL--------------
fro m  page 1
States eight years ago, Fisher has 
finished in the top five o f every 
professional event she has played 
in. She is also the all-time leading 
purse w inner in W om en’s 
Professional B illiards
Association history.
After her opening remarks 
and a question-and-answ er 
session with the audience, Fisher 
challenged m em bers o f the 
audience to 9-ball matches and 
gave playing tips between the 
matches.
“W e’re not d isrupting 
anything. The university  is 
operating normally as far as we 
are concerned,” Dehner said.
PSA members also picketed 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
outside the north entrance of the 
MUC.
Both locations were outlined 
in the tem porary restraining 
order.
Dehner said when the protest 
began he didn’t know whether or 
not a university representative 
would approach them.
“I would hope that since we 
are doing this in good faith, the 
university will respond in kind,” 
Dehner said.
Roger and Barbara Cope, of 
Bethalto, cam e to see the 
exhibition instead of their normal 
Valentine’s Day date.
“I’ve seen her play on TV 
before, and I heard she was 
coming here, so we decided to 
check it out,” Roger Cope said.
Barbara Cope said she didn’t  
seem to m ind the unusual 
Valentine’s Day date.
“Roger’s on a pool league in 
Bethalto, and he really wanted to 
come, so here we are,” she said.
Green house face-lift
J e s s ic a  B a l la d a d M / .£ .s t / .£  
The SIUE Arboretum houses plants for educational and 
recreational purposes. The Academic Land Use Committee 
will begin the first phase of its plan for continued  
improvement of the Arboretum.
\




Registration Feb. 12 by 5pm
Fee  $50 SFC F ron t D esk
Feb. 14,8am■ 5 p m ç p j
'»First Aid 




Feb. 9 & 10 
4-5:30 pmi
J  * C O  Seconds to 
I accumulate points!
Valdalabene Center ̂  ■•‘Top two advance to 
Rm.2001 \ finals!
, F r e e ! ! !
d c i t  - i Stu dent F itn e ss
650-BFIT or , ^ = =  > Conter 6  5 0-BFlT 
650-5876 < ^  ° 6  5  0 -3  2 4  5
Leave No Trace Clinic
Tues. Feb. 24
T e n  Y e a r s  o f ,E x c e lle n c e ,  
in d  S t i ^  R u n n in g





Sign up SFC 
Front Desk 




V a le n tin e s
' ,^e(us F itness D ay  
j check you FridaiJ f e h  13
5 0 -3 2 3 5
Ollt!! 1 0 am -4  pm
S tu d en t Fitness 
C e n te r  
Free Fitness Tests
SIU E S tu d e n ts  
. . F acu lty , S ta ll,
&"SFC M em b ers
C h o le s te ro l 6 "  G lu co se  T est 
F re e  io r S tu d e n ts
650-BWEL
U N I V E R S I T Y  
Dunnam Hall Theater
c y>^ribe r9
b ^ ß W M ^ n b e r g a m e r i c a
f 9 < 3 m e r /
by Charles L. Mee
Feb 25-28
at 7:30 PM 
Feb 29 at 2 p m
Box Office
618- 650-2774





World premiere in the 2001 Humana Festival of New American Plays at 
ACTORS THEATRE OF LOUISVILLE
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PARTI GRAS
fro m  page 1
Prizes were plentiful at the 
event. The first 200 to attend 
Parti G ras received a free T-shirt, 
and many prizes were available 
for the lucky tickets drawn.
“There are 200 prizes 
ranging in size from M ardi Gras 
beads to DVD players, shirts or 
coo lers,” Kimmel L eadership 
C enter A ssistant D irector 
Am anda Rainey said. “Drawings 
for the prizes are every 10 or so 
minutes, and hopefully a lot of 
people will claim  their prizes.”
S tudents could  also  earn 
tickets to increase, their chances 
o f  w inning prizes by 
participating in the “American 
G ladiators”-style obstacle course, 
Je s te r’s Court. P articipants 
dodged flying balls in order to 
claim  their prize o f one ticket 
toward a prize.
“ I t’s very fun ,” Je s te r’s 
C ourt w inner Rajesh Shrestha 
said. “ I don’t know w hat I did, 
but 1 do know 1 got a ticket.”
ELECTIONS----
fro m  page 1
give the candidates in the 
upcom ing election  more 
opportun ities to speak to 
students.
“ Right now, candidates 
really only get one chance to 
speak in an open forum , and 
that’s just not enough,” W illiams 
said.
Voter turnout is also a big
Limbo and piñata contests 
also took place throughout the 
night.
F reshm an partygoer A sia 
Spencer was the first to break the 
piñata, as well as the first to say, 
“I’m the best.”
The second piñata breaker, 
freshman Jaffer Abbas M erchant, 
was m ore m odest about his 
achievements.
“I just took a swing in, and I 
got lucky. It was all God helping 
me out,” M erchant said. “It’s the 
happiest day of my life.”
Becherer, along with senior 
M att Thompson, president o f the 
Recreational Sports A dvisory 
Council, has been involved with 
Parti Gras since the beginning, 
and planning for Parti G ras has 
been in the works since October. 
Many on-cam pus organizations 
helped with m aking Parti Gras 
happen.
“Seeing the event be a major 
success because o f  the
outstanding cooperation ,
co llaboration  and volunteers 
from  num erous departm ents 
across cam pus, including 
C am pus R ecreation, Cam pus 
A ctivities Board, Kimmel 
Leadership C enter, Student 
G overnm ent, H ousing, Health 
Services, the C lub Sports 
Program and o f course the major 
effort by m em bers o f  the 
R ecreational Sports A dvisory 
Council is also rew ard ing ,” 
Becherer said. “The volunteers 
deserve a trem endous am ount of 
recognition.”
A ttendees also may have 
noticed volunteers assisting with 
Parti G ras security. M etal 
detectors welcomed the students 
at the door in an effort to keep the 
party safe. Partygoers were also 
required  to have valid  SIUE 
identification , w hich was 
scanned as they entered.
“Mostly it’s ju st keys or belt 
buckles and steel-toed boots that
concern to W illiams, who said he 
is going try his hardest to 
improve upon poor num bers in 
the past.
“W e’re a cam pus of 13,500 
students, and a voter turnout of 
2 ,000 ju s t isn ’t accep tab le to 
me,” W illiams said. “I’d like to 
see a lot m ore people get 
involved.”
Candidates for the president, 
vice president and student trustee 
positions must be enrolled at least 
part-tim e during the 2004 
sum m er sem ester, have a 
2.5 grade point average and 
maintain a 2.4 GPA during their 
terms.
Applicants seeking student 
senator positions do hot need to
be enrolled in the 2004 summer 
semester, but they must be full­
time students for the fall 2004 
and spring 2005 terms. Senator 
candidates must have a 2.4 GPA 
and maintain a 2.25 GPA during 
their terms.
Student G overnm ent
officials will hold an 
inform ational m eeting at 4:30
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 25, in the 
International Room  o f the Morris 
University Center.
Anyone interested in running 
for Student G overnm ent is 
encouraged to attend.
For m ore inform ation, 
contact W illiams at 650-4209 or 
Kimmel L eadersh ip  secretary 
Bonnie Farrington at 650-3818.
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B O B B Y  S E A L E  
“ TH E S T R U G G L E  C O N T IN U E S” 
F E B R U A R Y  1 8 ,2 0 0 4  
6 :30 p.m.
S p o n s o r e d  in  w h o l e  o r  in  p a r t  b y  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  f e e s
Gg K  IS e c td tf  # o t*  S p p i n a  Bx?@etfs
^  XA M
# 4  Ciub Centre, Edwardsville, w
Phone: 618-892-4531
^  r"‘*S S S i!ii
j t<6; Saion products J WJ Member for FREE i 
> ~tlh> " "i/2 off "any "" i [ f a  ‘ and only pay J 
*  '■ ! $19.95 a month for = 
! fa  u P9radeBed ! ‘ I  ! unlimited Tanning j
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I f  y o u  h a v e  d i a b e t e s ,  h i g h  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  o r  a f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  o f  
k i d n e y  f a i l u r e ,  y o u ' r e  a t  h i g h  r i s k  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  k i d n e y  d i s e a s e .  
T h e r e  m a y  b e  n o  e a r l y  s y m p t o m s ,  s o  t a l k  t o  y o u r  f a m i l y  a b o u t  t h e i r  
m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  a n d  t o  y o u r  d o c t o r  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  t e s t e d .  I t  c o u l d  
s a v e  y o u r  l i f e .  F o r  a f r e e  b r o c h u r e ,  c a l l  t o l l - f r e e  1 - 8 6 6 - 4 - K I O N E Y  
( 1 - 8 6 6 - 4 5 4 - 3 6 3 9 ) ,  o r  v i s i t  w w w . n k d e p . n i h . g o v  t o d a y .
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J e s s i c a  U a l a d a d /A lestle  
The casino area was a big success during the annual Parti Gras 
celebrations Friday night in the Student Fitness Center.
set the m etal detectors off,” 
security volunteer and Public 
Affairs Director Keith Nichols 
said. “It’s just a precaution. I’m 
not sure of us having any 
problems at events.”
Parti G ras, continuing its 
tradition o f safe fun, was labeled 
a success overall.
“Parti G ras was a m ajor
success. The feedback from the 
students in attendance was all 
positive,” Becherer said. “Events 
such as Parti G ras give the 
students a reason to  stay on 
cam pus over the w eekends. 
Being able to provide a major on- 
campus weekend event that the 
students truly enjoy is the most 
rewarding aspect o f the event.”
E d it o r  in  C h if f :
N ic o le  R. G a u d r e a u l t
N e w s  E d it o r s : 
T y l e r  B e n n e t t  
Jam ie  F o r s y th e
L if e s t v i .e s  e d it o r :
A pr il  B u el
S p o r t s  e d it o r :
K evin  C orrigan
P h o t o  e d it o r :
K w am e Ross
K urt T h om as
C o py  e d it o r s :
L in d sey  H eigert 
B yron H o tso n  
J a m ie  S om m er  
B ec k y  S trub
D esir ee  B en n y h o ff  
A ndy  L ehm an
Opm¡ons<2*Ed¡torfcilviewpoints oLcommentary
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Bush’s military background is the 
last thing we should worry about
A d v e r t is in g : 
S usan  M ook
A l e s t l e  a d v is e r : 
M ik e  M o n tg o m e ry
G r a p h ic s  S u p e r v is o r : 
M ike G enovese
M ary A llison
O f f ic e  S e c r e t a r ie s : 
K ari K napp 
E rin  B ayne 
K atie S abo
T h e  f ir s t  c o py  o f  e a c h  
A l e s t l e  is  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e . E a c h  
a d d it io n a l  c o py  c o st s  
25 c e n t s .
Le t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d it o r  p o u c k
The editors, staff and publishers 
o f  the Alestle believe in the free 
exchange of ideas, concerns and 
opinions and will publish as many 
letters to the editor as possible. 
Letters may be turned in at the 
Alestle office located in the Morris 
University Center, Room 2022  
or v ia  e -m a il at 
alestle_editor@hotmai I. com. Al 1 
hard copy letters should be typed and 
double-spaced. All letters should be 
no longer than 500 words. Please 
include your phone number, 
signature (or name, if using e-mail) 
and student identification number.
We reserve the right to edit 
letters for grammar and content. 
However, great care will be taken to 
ensure that the message of the letter 
is not lost or altered.
Letters to the editor will not be 
printed anonymously except under 
extreme circumstances.
The Alestle is a member o f the 
Illinois College Press Association, 
the Associated Collegiate Press and 
U-WIRE.
The name Alestle is an 
acronym derived from the names of  
the three campus locations o f SRJE: 
Alton, East St. Louis and 
Edwards ville.
The Alestle is published on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays during fall 
and spring semesters, and on 
Wednesdays during summer 
semesters. For more information, 
call 650-3528.
Have a comment?
L e t u s  k n o w !
S e n d  u s  a n  e -m a il:  
alestle_editor@hotmail.com 
The Alestle
Campus Box 1167 
Edwardsville, 111. 62026-1167
I’ve been hearing a lot from 
the D em ocrats about how, 
compared to presidential hopeful 
Sen. John Kerry, D -M ass„ 
P resident George W. B ush’s 
military history is shabby. Give 
me a break!
Now as much as I like to 
jum p on any bandw agon that 
vilifies Bush, this is one even I
can’t possibly justify.
The only way this is even 
newsworthy is if there is a cover- 
up and Bush has led us to believe 
he served but never served 
anywhere at all. However, at this 
point, that doesn 't seem to be the 
case.
I do realize there are some 
military types out there who will 
be w atching this issue very 
closely, but the na tio n ’s 
population in general w on’t 
really care about w hether Bush 
served in the Texas Air National 
G uard or one o f the main 
branches o f the m ilitary, 
especially  in a tim e as 
controversial as the Vietnam War.
W hat does Bush’s military 
record have to do with his 
capacity to serve as president?
W ouldn’t it be more 
beneficial for the Democrats to
focus on K erry’s leadership 
abilities and his extensive 
experience in the legislative 
branch o f government than to 
milk his accolades as a soldier, 
especially since he will use the 
former experience much more 
than the latter?
Such an approach would be a 
more positive and effective 
maneuver, in my opinion, if the 
Democrats want to win this race.
However, if they feel the 
need to take a negative approach 
to get their candidate into office, 
why not focus on issues o f more 
substance, like the fact Bush has 
dragged the United States into an 
unprovoked w ar w ith another 
country?
Other issues that could be 
used instead o f  this shabby 
m ilitary subject are national 
economics, education and health
care -  all of which have suffered 
greatly under the current 
administration.
At least then 1 would have 
something I could intelligently 
sink my teeth into. But no, the 
D em ocrats have to pull out 
something so trivial like what 
branch Bush served in the military.
How sad that this type of 
behavior comes from our leaders.
W hat’s even m ore sad is 
most people will be bottle-fed 
this nonsense and follow along 
like good little sheep -  even if 
their good sense tells them there’s 
something wrong.
Democrats and Republicans 
alike will swallow all sorts of 
absurdities in the com ing months, 
toe the proverbial line o f their 
party and regurgitate this type of 
drivel to defend their candidate.
see MILITARY, page II
Health is will power; not man power
This morning I ate fat-free 
yogurt and drank 2 percent milk. 
For the first time I walked by the 
pork sausage, bacon, eggs and 
biscuits and gravy that have been 
an intricate part of my life for the 
last three years as part o f the 
breakfast ritual in the basement 
o f the Morris University Center.
This is due to a voyage into 
the unknown that I took Friday 
when I participated  in the 
Valentine’s Day fitness test at the 
S tudent Fitness C enter that 
reduced me to a mere sliver of 
my former self.
I have always tried to stay 
moderately healthy. I work out 
every day, run, play roller 
hockey, basketball, racquetball 
and occasionally tennis.
This is why I was surprised 
to learn, after running the 
gauntlet Friday, that my expected 
date of death was M arch 5, 2005.
I learned that, as a non- 
smoker at the age o f 22, I have 
the lungs of a 40-year-old, am 
about 20-percent body fat and 
have a cholesterol count o f nearly 
212, a number that I equate with 
bowling or baseball. There are a
myriad o f other num bers that 
enforce my evidently unhealthy 
lifestyle, but I threw the evil 
sheet away after learning that I 
am a walking heart attack.
A ccording to
www.healthchecksystems.com, a 
healthy body fat percentage 
ranges from 18-25 percent. The 
only problem is that the test that I 
took had a 5 percent margin of 
error. W hen I looked to the 
person that gave me the test for 
support she said that I could be 
15 percent. I could do nothing but 
sigh and say I was probably 25.
The Web site is also 
merciless on cholesterol, saying 
a healthy cholesterol num ber falls 
below 200. W hoops.
I write this column not just 
to throw m yself to the proverbial 
slaughter o f what I’m sure is a
healthy student body, but to also 
warn people who think working 
out for hours a day is going to 
keep them from checking out of 
the reality motel early. T hey’re 
wrong.
I am not saying go on a diet 
because, with me, dieting is one 
step above scuba diving naked 
w ith sharks. H ow ever, I 
challenge people to, if you don’t 
already, eat ju st a little bit 
healthier.
That way you w on’t work 
out for two hours a day ju st to be 
told by a fitness guru that you 
have the lungs of a 40-year-old, 
high cholesterol and are 
overweight.
All at the age o f 22.
Travis L. Ross 
Assistant Sports Editor
Letter to the Editor
War in Iraq was not a waste of time
Dear Editor,
I am writing in response to 
Stella Ram saroop’s column on 
war in the Feb. 10 issue of the 
A lestle. Ram saroop m ade a 
severe statement without looking 
into some facts.
She stated our adm inistration 
was responsible for the 
devastation of an entire country, 
Iraq. Maybe she should check 
her facts.
Here are just a few in a long list.
All colleges, universities and 
most secondary schools are now 
open. All hospitals are now open. 
There is a dem ocratic 
government in place. Salaries of 
teachers and doctors are up at 
least 800 percent. A bout 22 
million vaccinations have been 
given to ch ildren , and m ost 
im portant is that governm ent 
rape, torture and execution are 
now extinct. Young boys are 
looking forward to a career in 
co llege and beyond, not ju st
being forced into the army. 
People have the freedom to see, 
read and hear whatever they like 
now. This doesn ’t sound like 
devastation to me. It sounds like 
a rebirth.
Pop quiz: W ho would you 
elect? The first candidate works 
with corrupt politicians, consults 
the stars for guidance and has two 
mistresses. He smokes two packs 
and drinks 10 shots o f hard liquor 
every day.
The second candidate has
been fired twice, always sleeps 
until noon, sm oked opium  at 
college and drinks an entire bottle 
o f scotch every day.
The third cand ida te was 
awarded for his heroism  by his 
country, is a vegetarian, does not 
sm oke o r drink and has 
no scandals lurking in the 
cupboard.
Like most people, you would 
probably choose the third. 
Congratulations, you ju st elected 
see IRAQ, page 11
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MYSTIC Society embraces
The MYSTIC Society welcomes people of all religions and levels of sp
W h a t ’s  t h e  D i f f e r e n c e ?
P agan ism  re fe rs  to any  o f the pre-C hristian, 
p o ly th e is tic  re lig ions, o r those  w h o  p rac tice  them . 
W icca is o n e  pagan  re lig ion , as are  A sa tru , 
S a n te ria , V o o d o o  a n d  S h a m a n is m . Pagan 
re lig io ns  are o fte n  re fe rred  to  as "na ture-oriented." 
bu t that is a m isco n ce p tio n .
W icca is a m o d e rn  ve rs ion  o f the  pagan 
re lig ious  b e lie fs  handed  d o w n  from  pre-C hris tian 
tim es. S ince m u c h  in fo rm a tion  w a s  lost d u rin g  the 
B u rn ing  T im es, m uch  has been  recrea ted .
W icca  is  a p e a c e fu l, e a rth -c e n te re d , 
p o ly th e is tic  re lig io n  that has no  c o n n e c tio n  to  
Sa tan ism .
D ru id ism  em e rg e s  from  the be lie fs  o f the  Celtic 
p rie s th o o d . T h e  p o p u la rity  o f all th ings C e ltic  can 
be  seen  b y  the  success  o f dance  s h o w s  like 
“R ive rdance ,” film s  like “B raveheart” a nd  in the 
m u ltitu d e  o f C e ltic  m u s ic  fe s tiva ls  that have  
sp ro u te d  a ll o v e r  N orth  A m erica .
E m p h a s is  is p la c e d  u p o n  th a t w h ic h  is 
h is to rica lly  p ro v e n  o r h is to rica lly  p la u s ib le  b y  
reason ing  fro m  k n o w n  facts. Th is  is an a tte m p t to  
c o n s id e r the  h is to ry  and  the sp irit together. The 
p e rio d  in h is to ry  on  w h ic h  it fo cuses  is the  C e ltic  
Iron Age, fro m  a p p ro x im a tly  5 00  B.C. up  to  the 
c o m m o n  era.
T he  g e n e ra l ch a rac te ris tics  and  o r ig in s  o f 
N a tive  A m e rica n  re lig ion  shed  light u p o n  the  m o re  
c o n te m p o ra ry  sects .
But th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f the  n u m e ro u s  
in d iv idua l tra d itio n s , passe d  d o w n  ora lly, rem a ins 
unclear. T h e  shee r n u m b e r o f g ro u p s  and  the 
d iv e rs ity  o f  the  n u a n c e s  o f  b e lie f 
fu rth e rco m p lica te  m atters.
T he  re lig io n s  d o  sha re  s o m e  c o m m o n  
tendenc ies . R e lig ion  tends to be  c lo s e ly  re la ted  to  
the natura l w o rld . The  local terra in  is e leva ted  
w ith  supe rn a tu ra l m ean ing , and  natura l o b je c ts  
are im b u e d  w ith  sacred  p resences.
C e re m o n ia l r itu a ls  in v o lv in g  th e se  
supe rna tu ra l na tu ra l ob jec ts  are m ean t to  ensu re  
c o m m u n a l a n d  in d iv id u a l p ro s p e rity . T h e se  
c o m m o n  u n d e rly in g  fea tures un ite  a d iv e rs ity  o f 
c o n te m p o ra ry  N ative  A m erican  sects.
WWW.REUGIOUSMOVEMHNTS.LIB.VIRGINIA.EDU 
WWW. PAGAN WICCAN. ABOUT.COM
V ic k i  K r u s e
I n ! >t y i.h^ S t r in g e r
The night was bitterly 
cold, but the warm th o f  the 
Religious Center welcomed 
members and visitors to the 
M ay You See Things In 
C larity S ocie ty 's  Im bolc 
ceremony.
Five friends started  a 
spiritual society at SIUE and 
m eet once a week. M YSTIC 
was officially recognized as a 
student organization  in 
September.
President and M YSTIC 
Society founder M eredith 
Bell quo ted  the g roup’s 
constitution:
“M YSTIC Society is an 
inform ative co llec tive  o f 
a l te rn a t iv e  s p ir i tu a l i ty  
including paganism , W icca, 
Native American spirituality 
and Druidism. W hile these 
religions will be our main 
focus, all religions have a 
voice in this organization. We 
believe that relig ion is an 
individual’s relationship with 
a deity or deities.”
Bell said the society has 
five to 10 regular members 
and several w ho com e afl 
random.
“The m ost im portant 
thing that I personally want 
people to understand is that 
we are practicing our faith in 
a way that works best for us, 
and that brings us a feeling of 
fulfillment.
“We are always ready to 
learn about o ther belief 
systems and to spread what 
knowledge we have about our 
own,” Bell said.
M eetings are at 3 p.m. 
each Friday in the Religious; 
C enter and are open to 
anyone.
The Im bolc celebration 
by the M YSTIC Society took 
place at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
as participants handed out 
candles and paper 
snowflakes to everyone in 
attendance.
The snow flakes sym bolized 
lessons learned throughout life, as
Members o f the MYSTIC Society celebrate the awakening of the £< 
snowflakes that symbolize lessons learned throughout life In a cauld
well as potential, Bell said.
Imbolc is a celebration of the 
awakening o f the Earth.
Four candles were lit to
represent elem ents o f fuel, wind, 
water and passion.
D uring the celebration, 
mem bers sang, chanted and prayed
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understanding spirituality
irituality to share in pagan ceremonies and gather at weekly meetings.
V ic k i  K r u s e J A l e s t l e
irth tn a ceremony called Imbolc. The ceremony involves burning paper 
ron* as well as singing, chanting and dancing.
Ja p
I while one person played a drum.
A grandm other goddess 
entered the center o f the room, 
wearing a dark blue hooded cape.
The goddess represented death 
and life meeting in the passage o f 
winter.
It is the end o f the cold and
spring is w elcom e, the 
grandm other goddess said.
“She changes everything 
she touches,” member:, 
chanted.
Imbolc marks the change 
o f seasons from  w in ter to 
spring.
A candle sunk into a 
container o f  snow sat on a 
celestial printed cloth with a 
cauldron on the floor in front 
of it.
M em bers and visitors 
placed the paper snowflakes 
in the cau ldron . The 
grandm other goddess burned 
the snow flakes in the 
cauldron.
The cerem ony represents 
the spring rebirth o f the Earth.
The goddess shed her 
hooded cape to  reveal a 
floral co lored  dress 
beneath.
M YSTIC m embers took 
questions afterw ard as they 
passed out cookies and apple 
juice.
Bell said m em bers dance 
and sing more in their usual 
meetings.
English graduate student 
Jam es Pickrell said, “ I am a 
random member.”
P ickrell’s relig ion is 
Earth-centered spirituality that 
acknowledges fem ininity and 
masculinity, he said.
Robin Bell, m other o f 
founder M eredith Bell, said 
W icca has m any different 
traditions and that she draws 
m ainly from  the N ative 
American tradition.
The Rev. Cherie 
Ham bleton. chaplain o f the 
United Cam pus M inistry at 
SIUE. said, "I like to think of 
the R eligious C enter as a 
spiritual center.”
According to Hambleton, 
people in the past thought 
o f  th e  c e n t e r  as 
C h r i s t i a n  b e c a u s e  o f  
the three Christian ministries 
housed there.
H ow ever, she noted, 
B uddhists, a W iccan group, a 
Hindu group and various other 
groups use the Religious Center.
/  W h ic h
W lCCAN  
IS j
I J A  . j
WITCH? /g.. | |
w ic c a  is a re lig ion , and  so m e o n e  w h o  fo llo w s  
that re lig ion  is ca lled  a W iccan.
S o m e tim es  it can  be  d ifficu lt to  accu ra te ly  
de fine  W icca, and  not all W iccans w ill de fine  
them se lve s  the sam e  way.
O bserv ing  the e igh t w ic c a n  Sabbats, hon o ring  
the god s  and /o r god desses  a nd  c rea ting  sacred  
space  fo r ritua ls, are a fe w  o f the w a y s  W iccans 
de fine  them se lves .
M any tra d it io n a l W iccan s  a ls o  fee l that 
be lo n g in g  to  a co ve n  is a requ irem en t a n d  that 
those w h o  p rac tice  the ir re lig ion  a lone  s h o u ld  not 
re fer to  them se lve s  as W iccan.
Typ ica l W iccans a lso  p rac tice  m a g ic  and, 
therefore , are a lso  w itch es . One cann o t be  a 
“na tu ra l W icca n ” a n y  m o re  than  a “na tu ra l 
C hris tian .”
The p rac tice  o f w itch c ra ft is no t assoc ia ted  
w ith  a n y  re lig ion . The re fo re  w itch e s  can  be 
m em b e rs  o f a n y  num be r o f re lig ions, o r none.
u s in g  the na tura l ene rg ies  w ith in  onese lf, 
a long  w ith  the ene rg ies  o f herbs, s tones  o r o the r 
e lem e n ts  to  m ake  changes in the im m ed ia te  
e n v iro n m e n t is co n s id e re d  w itch c ra ft.
T hough  the sk ills  and  g ifts  that a re  part o f 
w itc h c ra ft can  be  in h e rite d  fro m  p a re n ts  o r 
g randparen ts , a pe rson  is not a u to m a tica lly  a 
w itc h  ju s t beca use  the ir g ra nd m o the r m a y  have  
been one. The use o f m ag ick  takes practice , 
expe rience  and  learn ing.
A n o th e r  c o m m o n  m is c o n c e p tio n  a b o u t 
w itch c ra ft is that m a le  w itc h e s  are no t re fe rred  to  
as w itch es , bu t w a rlocks .
WWW.PAGANWICCAN.ABOUT.COM
P e o p le , E n te r ta in m e n t , B Arts
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Summer Showbiz ready for action
A l e s t l e  S t a f f  R e p o r t
A ctors and actresses, get 
ready for show  tim e. Adult 
auditions for Sum m er Showbiz 
start at 4:30 p.m. Thursday.
High school students may 
also audition during this time.
Children’s auditions will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, M arch 6.
Children will be required to 
sing a song o f their choice.
A nyone w ho w ants to 
audition should prepare 16 to 
32 bars o f music and a one- 
minute monologue. Dancing may
also be required  during the 
audition.
Sum m er Show biz will 
produce two productions during 
the summer.
The first production  is 
“Grease,” based on the book by 
Jim  Jacobs and Warren Casey, 
who also wrote the music.
The production, directed by 
M ikey Thomas, w ill run June 
10 -13 and June 17- 20.
The second production  is 
“Gypsy,” based on the book by 
Arthur Laurents, w ith music by 
Jule Styne and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim.
The production, directed by 
Peter Cocuzza, will run July 8-11 
and July 15-18.
Several roles are available 
for men and women o f various 
ages. To reserve an audition 
slot, call the Box Office at 650- 
2774.
For m ore inform ation, 
contact Cocuzza at 650-5614 or 
by e-mail at pcocuzz@ siue.edu.
Positions are also available 
for behind-the-scenes work. For 
more information about specific 
positions, con tact Valerie 
G oldston at 650-3112 or by 
e-mail at vgoldst@ siue.edu
Film series honors black filmmakers works
A d r ie n n e  S m i t h
L if e s t y l e s  S t r in g e r
The Black H eritage Month 
Planning C om m ittee has put 
together a black film series from 
6 to 10 p.m. M onday and 
Tuesday, Feb. 23 and 24, in the 
Meridian Ballroom of the Morris 
University Center.
This is the first tim e this 
event has been part o f  the Black 
Heritage M onth series.
Joystna Kapur, film  scholar 
and cinem a and photography
professor at Southern  Illinois 
University Carbondale, will talk 
about African-Am ericans in film 
history.
K apur’s p resen tation  will 
also include the im pact o f black 
film s and the im portance o f 
African-Am erican filmmakers.
“It will give you a sense of 
developm ent in black films and 
give you an idea o f how far black 
cinem a has com e,” SIUE mass 
com munications professor Elza 
Ibroscheva said.
Two films will be screened
each day. “Lying Lips,” directed 
by Oscar M icheaux, and “The 
Learning T ree,” d irected  by 
Gordon Parks, will be shown 
Monday.
“S he’s G otta H ave It,” 
directed by Spike Lee, and “The 
Great W hite Hype,” directed by 
Reginald Hudlin, will be shown 
Tuesday.
Ibroscheva said she 
encourages all to com e and see 
these film s for a historical 
perspective o f b lack  film s. 
Admission is free.
Students get a taste of culture
Students try their hand at eating bananas with 
chopsticks a t the Taste o f Culture event celebrating the 
Chinese New Year Wednesday in the Goshen Lounge.
Schedule of Events
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
Tuesday, February 17
Poetry Reading 
12:30 PM- 1:45 PM
Goshen Lounge, Morris University Center
Eugene B. Redmond, Professor, Department of English Language and Literature, 
will ?ffer readings from his award-winning collection.
Wednesday, February 18
Black Heritage Month Networking Fair 
11:30 AM-1: 30 PM
Goshen Lounge, Morris University Center
Come check out student organizations and what they can offer you!
Contemporary Struggles for Social Justice 
1.00 PM-3:00 PM
Missouri Room, Morris University Center
This event is a two-day panel discussion examining both the historical and contin­
uing vitality of social movements as agents for achieving social justice. Led by a 
multi-disciplinary group of SIUE faculty members, the panel presentation will 
focus on social movements from South Africa, the United States, Brazil, and West 
Africa. This symposium is open to the University public and wider community and 
is designed to provide a forum for wide-ranging debate and discussion.
Moderator:
Patrick Murphy, Chair,
Department of Mass Communications
Participants:
Isaac Blankson, Assistant Professor 
Department of Speech Communications 
Stephan Bradley, Assistant Professor;
Anthony Cheesboro, Associate Professor; and 
Thomas Jordan, Assistant Professor 
Department of Historical Studies 
Elizabeth Fonseca, Associate Professor 
Department of Foreign Languages and Literature 
Howard Rambsy, Assistant Professor 
Department of English Language and Literature 
Mark Hedley, Assistant Professor; and 
Monica White, Assistant Professor 
Department of Sociology
Lecture - Bobby Seale 
7:00 PM-10:00 PM
Meridian Ballroom, Morris University Center
Co-founder of the Black Panther Party (BPP) will speak on a variety of topics. 
Besides addressing the purposes and need for the BPP during the Civil Rights 
Era, he will compare that era to that of today's, all the while clearing up myths 
and misconceptions that abound about the BPP's foundation (i.e., excluding 
those of other ethnic groups, being a strictly militant organization, etc.).
He will also speak on the state of higher education in American society, which 
will be one of the main focal points of his speech. Mr. Seale will address these 
topics in the hopes of educating those in attendance about the importance of the 
BPP and other organizations like it during that time period, while simultaneously 
giving the audience a chance to see a political figure of major importance in real 
life. Co-sponsored by lota Phi Theta Fraternity.
Thursday, February 19
Contemporary Struggles for Social Justice (continued) 
1:00 PM-3:00 PM
Missouri Room, Morris University Center
Friday, February 20
6th Annual Black Heritage Month Talent Show 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Meridian Ballroom, Morris University Center
Come watch students perform their singing, dancing, poetic, and musical talents 
during this annual event. Tickets at the door only: $2.00 - Students, $3.00 - 
Faculty/Staff/General Public
Monday, February 23
Black Film Series: A Historic Perspective 
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Meridian Ballroom, Morris University Center
A two-day screening of films directed by Oscar Micheaux (Lying Lips - 1939), 
Gordon Parks (The Learning Tree - 1969), Reginald and Warrington Hudlin (The 
Great White Hype - 1996), and a fourth film to be selected. A scholar will pres­
ent a conceptualization of African-American films and filmmakers. Professors 
Elza Ibroscheva and Bala Baptiste, Co-Chairs.
Tuesday, February 24
Black Film Series: A Historic Perspective (continued)
6:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Meridian Ballroom, Morris University Center
A two-day screening of films directed by Oscar Micheaux (Lying Ups - 1939), 
Gordon Parks (The Learning Tree -1969), Reginald and Warrington Hudlin (The 
Great White Hype - 1996) and a fourth film to be selected. A scholar will present 
a conceptualization of African-American films and filmmakers. Professors Elza 
Ibroscheva and Bala Baptiste, Co-Chairs.
Wednesday, February 25
Blacks, Radio, and History 
11:30 AM -1:30 PM
Goshen Lounge, Morris University Center
A panel discussion featuring invited talk show hosts: Richard "Onion" Horton, 
WGNU-AM and NewBlackCity.Com; Lizz Brown, WGNU-AM; Dr. Ray Hagins, 
WGNU-AM and Black Liberation Radio, among other air personalities at area 
stations. Dr. Bala Baptiste, Department of Mass Communications, will moderate 
the discussion and question-and-answer session.
Are We Still Uving Martin Luther King Jr.'s Dream?
7:00 PM-9:00 PM
Maple/Dogwood Room, Morris University Center
Leon Dash, member of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign faculty, 
author, and formerly a journalist with the Washington Post, will discuss Are We 
Still Living Martin Luther King Jr.'s Dream? Dr. Dallas Browne, Department of 
Anthropology, will moderate. Sponsored by Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.
Thursday, February 26
Black Heritage Month Quiz Bowl 
11:30 AM-1:30 PM
Goshen Lounge, Morris University Center




Meridian Ballroom, Morris University Center
The Explosion will be an inspirational evening to spread the gospels of healing, 
reconciliation, and unity to the campus and community. This event will feature 
poetry, rap, praise dance, and gospel music.
All events are free unless otherwise noted.
Contact the Kimmel Leadership Center at 
618.650.2686 for a detailed schedule of 
events, or e-mail Sharon Galen at 
sgalen@siue.edu. Funded in whole or part 
by Student Activity Fees.
Campus A c tiv itie s  Board
T H  SOUTHERN ILLIN O IS  U N IV E R S IT Y  T " 1
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Sports Quote o f the Day
“You don ’̂ e s ita te  with 
Michael lqrdan, or 
you’ll erttrupon some 
poster in 
s o m e p la c e .* * * *
~  FeltofySpm cer 
M ichaeljqrdpn
J S p I
P  
■
j j f  *
V  ♦  Tuesday, February 17, 2004
Coming Up
M en’s basketball 
7:30 vs. USI 
basketball 
-5:15 vs. USI
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Late heroics earn Cougars7 split
S y k e ’s buzzer-beater propels Cougars
K e v in  C o r r ig a n
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
W inning on the road is tough 
in any form o f competition. Just 
ask junior guard Calvin Sykes 
and the Cougars.
Sykes hit a half-court buzzer 
beater Thursday to dow n 
Northern K entucky U niversity 
66-65.
“It was a designed play that 
tries to open up me or one of the 
guards on the wing,” Sykes said 
Sunday. “I basically just got the 
ball and avoided their (NKU) 
pressure and tried to put up a 
quality shot.”
Q uality w as an 
understatem ent as the shot 
banked in to give the Cougars the 
first season sweep o f NKU since 
SIUE jo ined  the G reat Lakes 
Valley Conference.
“We got a little lucky,” head 
coach Marty Simmons said on 
Monday. “We do design plays for 
a last second shot, but nothing 
can prepare you for that 
situation.”
The finish was preceded by a 
roaring com eback by the 
Cougars. NKU built a 15-point 
lead in the first half ju st to see
head coach M arty S im m ons’ 
squad fight back.
“We really got off to a 
sluggish start, and to see the kids 
bounce back and keep chipping 
away was real im pressive,” 
Simmons said. “That’s (NKU) 
not an easy place to play.”
Sykes’ three-pointer was the 
end of a career-day for the guard 
from Chicago. He dumped in a 
career high of 22 points, 
including the Cougars’ final 11.
“H e’s a winner,” Simmons 
said. “He loves the challenge of 
being in that situation. H e’s just 
an awesome competitor.”
The Cougars received an 
outstanding effort from  their 
bench, outscoring the N orse’s 
bench 26-5. Junior forward Joel 
Jaye scored 15 points while 
ju n io r guard A ndre Thom as 
added nine points.
NKU’s junior guard Steve 
Purdon set up the dramatic finish 
after he drained a jum p shot with 
3.8 seconds to go in the game. 
That gave the Norse a short-lived 
65-63 lead.
“We believe in each other 
out there,” Sykes said. “Coach 
Simmons prepares us to play like
A u b re y  W ill ia m sM  n fs r tE  
The SIUE women's asketball team huddles up before the 
opening tip at a home game this year. SlUE’s 5-12 Great Lakes 
Valley Conference record Is good for eight place.
to weekend split
champions on and off the court. 
There is no quit in us.”
A gainst B ellarm ine
U niversity Saturday, the 
Cougars’ fortunes were not as 
lucky. Shooting an astonishing 
71 percent from the field, the 
Knights snapped the C ougars’ 
four-game winning streak with 
an 89-67 victory.
“Our team signature is our 
defense,” Thomas said. “W e’re 
not giving ourselves a great 
chance to win when we allow 
them to score on us like that.” 
The K nights’ Zach M iller 
had nearly a perfect day of 
shooting, going eight for nine 
from the field and finishing with 
20 points.
“They can cause a lot of 
problems on the offensive side of 
the ball.” Simmons said. “We 
allowed them to get some good 
looks and they knocked down the 
shots.”
The 71 percent was the 
highest field-goal percentage the 
Cougars have allowed all year. 
Coach Sim m ons know s that 
down the stretch, all aspects of 
the game have to be at the highest 
see BASKETBALL, page 10
A U B R E Y  W IL L I  AMS/ALESTLE
Junior guard Tyler Hackstadt drives past a Quincy University 
defender earlier this year. The Cougars are on the verge o f a 
Great Lakes Valley Conference playoff birth this year.
Cougars road woes continue in Kentucky
Julia Carla-Lynette Jacobs
S p o r t s  S t r i n g e r
The SIU E w om en’s 
basketball team suffered another 
loss at the hands of Bellarmine 
University Saturday, falling 84- 
64.
The loss continued a dismal 
stretch for the Cougars in which 
they have lost 10 out o f  12 
gam es. In that stretch , the 
Cougars have been outscored an 
average of 12 per gam e, 
including twice by 20 points.
The Knights used a 13-0 run 
to start the game to propel them 
to victory. From there, they 
calmly hit their free throws down 
the stretch to secure the win.
At the end of the first half, 
the Cougars trailed the Knights 
40-25. Cougar sophomore center 
Tanya G uell fought hard the 
entire game and scored 13 points. 
In the 34 minutes Guell was on 
the court, m ost o f her points 
came from  field goals, and she 
scored one free throw.
Sophom ore guard A m ber 
W isdom helped the team  by 
scoring another 13 points. 
W isdom made two three-pointers 
and had three rebounds.
A m ong other big scorers 
from  S aturday’s loss were 
freshm an forw ard Julianne 
M cM illen, who played 21 
minutes and had 10 points, and 
senior guard Jessica Robert, who 
scored one three-poin ter and 
earned her team a total of 10 
points. Senior guard Jaque 
Howard assisted with one three- 
pointer and a total o f five points.
“We came out and had a 
rough start,” Guell said. “We 
struggled, but we fought hard and 
nobody gave up. Everyone gave 
their all.”
Even w ith the hard 
teamwork and determination, the 
Cougars didn’t manage to make 
the comeback necessary to defeat 
the Knights. The Cougars were 
able to generate a little more 
offense in the second half but 
cou ldn ’t stop the offensive
barrage from the Knights.
“To start off, it was rocky. 
But we cam e back,” Howard 
said. “We all battled the whole 
game, though it was tough.” 
Bellarm ine’s Lyndsey Neal 
and Lynn Johnson-Thomas had a 
total of 41 points between them, 
alm ost half of Bellarm ine’s total 
score.
“ I thought we played very 
w ell,” ju n io r guard Sara 
Unterbrink said. “We got a slow 
start and couldn 't catch up. I 
think that our coaches push us to 
do the best that we can. but 
sometim es it doesn’t show on the 
scoreboard.”
Unterbrink scored six points 
Saturday.
The next w om en's basketball 
gam e is 7:00p.m . T hursday 
against the U niversity  o f 
Southern Indiana.
If the Cougars plan on taking 
part in the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference, they will need to 
take care of businees this week at 
see Womens B-Ball, page 10
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St. Louis Royals Rugby 
Football Club
No Experience Necessary
For more info call 618-414-RUGB 
Or visit www.stlroyalsrugby.com
P ractice  s ta rts  soon, do not hesitate .
Cougar Volleyball reloads with two area recruits
4 2 3 5  S t. .  l i t « -  1 5 »






w ith this coupon
‘some restrictions may apply’ 
‘ valid at Glen Carbon location only*
•coupon expires 2/29/04*
CAB Presents...
S Saturday, February 28 9 a.m. - ? p.m.
@  W acKy W arriors 
C O S T - $10 in ^eiiev iiie
Purchase TiCKets @ MCJC 
Information Center 
Includes: Paintball gun rental, 
fun face mask and goggles, 250 
rounds o f  paintbails and
FREE FO O D « '
Free transportation win also be 
provided for all uiho sign up for ’ 
the bus list, located at the MCJC 
Information Center.
w w w .siu e .ed u /C A B
^'cWSsa\e v>0U)-
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. presents...
“Out the Box”
Youth Concert 
Sunday February 22 
5:00 p.m. 
Meridian Ballroom
Special Guests: -  _
S tars  and  H eroes
— featuring __
T r ip le  H & U nique
Hosted by “Tossin’ Ted” of 100.3 The Beat
ALL ARE WELCOME 
FREE ADMISSION 
FOR ALL
(Funded in part or whole by Student Activity Fees)
Travis L. Ross
Assisstant Sports Editor
A fter losing two of its 
biggest w eapons from  last 
season, the C ougar volleyball 
team is starting to reload.
The Cougars lost All- 
American Andrea Voss as well as 
senior Sarah Watts last season. 
Voss finished the season leading 
the conference with 1.71 blocks 
per game and was second in the 
Great Lakes Valley Conference 
with a .370 hitting percentage.
In her four-year career with 
the Cougars, Voss has the best 
all-time hitting percentage with 
.310. She is also first in block 
assists with 468, second in total 
blocks with 607 and fourth in 
kills per game with 3.11.
“W e’re losing somqone 
huge,” assistant coach Melanie 
M ueller said. “But I think the 
girls kind of know each other 
now because they have been 
playing with each other for a 
while. I think they can adapt to 
whoever we bring in.”
It might not be that difficult 
an adjustment.
The Cougars inked John A. 
Logan College transfer Shannon 
W inkeler and Sadie Zurliene, a 
product o f Breese Central High 
School.
A 6-foot outside hitter, 
W inkeler was a two-time All- 
A m erican and tw o-tim e 
Conference Player of the Year at 
John A. Logan.
“She could play either the 
left side, right side or middle, but 
we are looking at her to play on 
the left side,” M ueller said. “She 
brings experience. That 
experience, with her playing at a 
higher level, will really help us. 
She’s very consistent.”
M ueller said W inkeler 
should also be able to handle 
herself in the Cougars’ fast-paced 
offense, as should the younger 
Zurliene.
“She (Zurliene) is a setter,” 
Mueller said. “We didn’t have a 
backup setter, so we had to bring 
in a new one this year.”
The 5-foot-7 Zurliene earned 
A ll-A rea and A ll-C onference 
honors in volleyball her senior
year.
“ Sadie (Zurliene) has good 
size and is very athletic,” head 
coach Todd G ober said in an 
SIUE press release. “She has yet 
to focus her time on one sport, so 
this is a circum stance where we 
have no idea how good she'll 
actually become. She enters the 
program  in a good situation 
because she’ll have tim e to 
learn.”
A ccording to Mueller, the 
w o m e n  h a v e  p u t  in a s t r o n g  
e f f o r t  so far in the off-season.
“The girls are in here and 
working hard and running a lot,” 
M ueller said. “We started  
individuals so they are getting in 
here and working.”
M ueller said there are no 
new injuries to the team, but 
junior Kindra W estendorf had her 
knee orthoscopically treated.
“She (W estendorf) is making 
leaps and bounds in the weight 
room with running and things 
like that,” M ueller said.
M ueller said the players are 
working hard and will be ready to 
come in and play by the first 
game of the season.
BASKETBALL-
fro m  page 9 
level.
“You have to be motivtated 
gam e in and gam e out,” 
S im m ons said. “Saturday we 
came out flat and lifeless. We’re 
going to have to come out with a 
high level o f intensity from here 
on out.
Sykes again led the Cougars 
in scoring, dumping in 19 points 
in the losing effort. Senior 
guard Ron Jones also added 12 
points.
After the wild weekend, the
Cougars still remain in fifth place 
in the GLVC with a 9-8 record. 
Overall, the Cougars sit at 13-10. 
Depending on games later this 
week, the Cougars could clinch a 
spot in the GLVC Tournament 
before their next game.
A ccording to Sykes, 
how ever, the C ougars ca n ’t 
afford to get caught up in the 
speculation.
“We still have to take it one 
game at a time, especially at this 
stage of the season,”- Sykes said.
The Cougars return hom e 
this week to face the University 
of Southern Indiana Screaming 
Eagles at 7 p.m. Thursday and 
the U niversity o f M issouri-St. 
Louis Riverm en Saturday at 3 
p.m.
Fan support is needed and 
w anted from  Sykes and the 
Cougars.
“We get energy from the 
crowd,” Sykes said. “We know 
that the support has increased 
and we want to see that grow.
WOMEN’S B-BALL
fro m  page 9
home. Currently the Cougars are 
clinging to the eighth and 
f i n a l  p l a y o f f  s p o t  
f o r  t h e  G L V C
Tournament. The Cougars stand 
at 10-14 overall and 5-12 in 
conference play. S atu rday’s 
game against the University of
M issouri-S t.Louis may be the 
deciding fac to r for the final 
playoff spot. UM SL trails the 
Cougars by just one game.
A ubrey  W illiam sM /.es7X£
Sophomore guard Amber Wisdom looks to penetrate and dish In earlier action against Kentucky 
Wesleyan College. Wisdom and the Cougars will look to  snap a three-game losing streak 
Thursday against the University of Southern Indiana.
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Letter to the Editor-------------
Grad student reminds frat 
brothers o f their purpose
Dear Editor,
W hile I applaud my 
undergraduate brothers o f Iota 
Phi Theta Fraternity  Inc. and 
Alpha Beta chapter’s enthusiastic 
efforts in bringing Bobby Seale, 
co-founder o f the Black Panther 
Party, to the SIUE community, I 
am concerned about the message 
this could possibly send.
W hen I w as an 
undergraduate, like brother 
Filmon Tekeste, I too found the 
Black Panther Party interesting 
and have met Bobby Seale and 
Imam Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin, 
formerly known as H. Rap Brown 
prior to his 2002 conviction for 
killing a Fulton County sheriff, 
and several other form er Panther 
m em bers who have presented  
lectures.
Conversely, I think tim es 
have changed for the better, and I 
believe the Rev. Dr. M artin  
Luther King J r ’s com m itm ent to 
nonviolence did a lot more for the 
black struggle during the civil
rights era o f the 1960s than the 
radical Black Panther Party.
I would like to see the 
undergraduate members o f the 
fraternity focus on our purpose: 
“The developm ent and 
perpetuation of scholarship, 
leadership, citizenship, fidelity 
and brotherhood among men.” 
W hen I reactivated the 
undergraduate chapter, it was my 
hopes they would focus on the 
five principles, most importantly 
“brotherhood” within the chapter, 
by looking into lectures and 
w orkshops that w ould bring 
individuals and our community 
together.
Finally, I would like to add 
that although our fraternity was 
founded during a turbulent time, 
there were many o f us who 
believed in and supported King, 
believing in the nonviolent 
dream.
William W hite 
Iota Phi Theta Fraternity Inc.
Graduate Student
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M others Against D ru n k  D riv ing  needs your support this 
ho liday season to assist victims and help keep our roadways safe.
Visit www.madd.org to find out how  you can volunteer or make a charitable donation.
®MADD
MILITARY-------
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W hat ever happened to the 
noble notion of a clean campaign 
for president?
It seems to have been lost on 
the mudslinging tactics o f party 
politics. It is a putrid state of 
affairs when he who com es out 
looking the least dirty wins the 
most powerful position in the 
world. This isn’t how I want to 
choose my president.
I’m not saying any negative 
inform ation pertinent to a 
candidate’s ability to fulfill his 
duties as president shouldn’t be 
revealed.
I ju s t d o n ’t think trivial 
tidbits should be blown out of 
proportion and used as a way to 
summarily dismiss a candidate’s
potential as a leader.
In the last presidential 
election, I felt like there were no 
good choices because, instead of 
focusing on the positive aspects 
o f what each candidate had on his 
resum e to m ake him  a good 
leader, the focus o f the campaigns 
was on negative aspects.
In the end, I felt like I was 
choosing the lesser o f two evils, 
not someone I would want to lead 
this great country.
Right now our cam pus is 
looking for a new chancellor. Can 
you im agine the co lleg e’s 
powers-that-be choosing a leader 
for SIUE the way we choose a 
leader for our country? I t’s 
simply unthinkable.
Such behavior from  one of 
the applicants would probably 
resu lt in an instantaneous 
dismissal o f consideration. Then 
why are we so willing to allow 
such behavior from  our 
presidential candidates?
D uring election  years, 
candidates cater to our opinions, 
via the polls and election results, 
and m ake their cam paign 
decisions accordingly.
Perhaps it’s time to demand 
a change in the way we approach 
these elections and choose our 
leaders. Otherwise, the lesser o f 
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Adolf Hitler! The first candidate 
was P resident F ranklin  D. 
Roosevelt and the second was 
Winston Churchill.
I like reading the Alestle but 
have found lately that the 
editorials are clearly liberal, left- 
wing supporters.
W hen Joshua Dake wrote a 
conservative view point in the 
Feb. 10 issue o f the Alestle, he 
was jum ped upon by another left- 
wing supporter and was told that
his views and beliefs were 
wrong.
Just a rem inder to the Alestle 
staff: No plane can fly with two 
left w ings. I ’m  not electing 
President George W. Bush to a 
second term, but I have my own 
reasons, not just what is fed to me 
by CNN.
I can see past the weapons of 
m ass destruction issue to the 
bigger one -  has quality o f life 
improved in Iraq? Yes. Is Bush
perfect? No. Are you and I? No. 
Can someone else do a better job 
with this country? Probably so.
Remember those people who 
died with honor defending the 
idea all men are created equal.
D on’t cheapen their deaths 





Quote of the Day
H rThe secret of happiness is freedom, and the 
secret of freedom is courage. ”
~Thucydides 
Greek philosopher, historian, 400 A.D.
Political Cartoon
■ ' V.' - :
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C om m ents?  
W r it e  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d it o r  
A L E ST L E  EDITOR@HOTMAIL.COM
Classified* Personals
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If you have any brains at all, 
you’ll be avare of 





Depression is a suppression of brain activity that can #1 Cause of Suicide
strike anyone. It’s powerful, it’s constant, and it makes U N  T R f  A T  t  D
life unbearable. I’ts also readily, medically treatable. And D t P R E S S I O N
that’s something everyone should know.
http://www.save.org
HELP WANTED PERSONALS
Spring Break Panama City Beach, 
Florida. Book early and save $$! 
W orld's longest keg party! Live band 
and DJ, wet t-shirt, hard body, and 
Venus sw im wear contests. Suites up 
to  12 people, 3 pools, huge 
beachfront hot tub, lazy river ride, 
w a te r slide, je t skies, parasa il. 
Sandpiper-Beacon Beach Resort 
8 0 0 - 4 8 8 - 8 8 2 8  
w w w .sandp iperbeacon.com  "The 
Fun Place." 3 /4 /0 4
Bartender Trainees Needed. $250 a 
day po ten tia l. Local positions. 
1 -80 0 -293-3985  ext 255 4 /29 /04
W oodlawn Gardens is looking fo r 
part-tim e employees to help grow 
and deliver ou r spring flowers. A 
good driving record is a must. Jobs 
may be permanent. Apply in person 
at 1407 St. Louis Street in 
Edwardsville. No phone calls please.
2/19 /04
A von /M ark  Reps needed. FT/PT. 
Call today. 6 1 8 -6 6 7 -1 9 2 3 . Leave 
message 4 /22 /04
MISCELLANEOUS
Ray Comfort (known fo r his message 
"H ell's  Best Kept Secret") w ill be 
speaking at First Baptist M aryville 
(1/2 m ile past Anderson Hospital on 
Illinois 162) on Sunday, February 22 
at both 9:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
services. Ray has spoken on many 
college campuses, w ritten over 35 
books and is a na tive  o f New 
Zealand. For in fo rm a tion  contact 





I -800-648-4849 /  www.ststravel.ioin
G ot School Spirit? Join the School 
Spirit and Pride C om m ittee  and 
share it. Contact N ikk i a t 
soccerchick0704@ yahoo.com  fo r 
m ore in fo rm a tion . Sponsored by 
Student Government. 2 /23 /04
"The Passion of the Christ" movie 
ta ilga te ! Come jo in  the Student 
Religious O rgan iza tions February 
26th to see this movie. For tickets 
stop by the booth. 2 /26 /04
A<t>E Crush Party February 27 th  
2004. Edwardsville Am erican Legion 
9 :30p .m . un til 1 :30a .m . $5 
admission. 2 /26 /04
FOR RENT
Indian fam ily look ing to  rent a 
furn ished room . All u tilities  paid 
including cable TV and high speed 
in te rne t. N on-sm oker. Female 
preferred. 977-61 1 6. 2 /26 /04
ROOMMATES WANTED
Roommate w anted  dow ntow n 




Spring Break Beach and Ski Trips on 
sale now! Call 1-800-SUNCHASE 
today! O r visit www.sunchase.com
2 /26 /04
Used Books at bargain  prices.
Good Buy Bookshop, Lovejoy Library 
Room 0012, W ednesdays and 
Thursdays 11am to 3pm. Sponsored 
by Friends of Lovejoy Library. 4 /29 /04
STSTRAVEL.COM






Sell Trips, Earn Cash, Go Free! 
Now Hiring On-campus Reps
Call for group discounts
PLACING A CLASSIFIED AD
Frequency Rates
(Five (5 )  words equal one line) 
A ll classifieds and personals must be 
paid in fu ll prior to publication.
1 run: $1.00/line 5 runs: $ .90/line 
(2 line minimum) 20 runs: $ .85/line 
3 runs: $ .95/line Personals: $.50
Deadlines
Tuesday Publication: Noon Friday 
Thursday Publication: Noon Tuesday
Adjustments
Read your ad on the first day it appears. If you  
cannot find your ad or discover an erro r in your 
ad, call 6 5 0 -3 5 2 8  or com e into the office. 
Positively no allowance m ade fo r errors after 
the firs t insertion of ad ve rtise m en t. No  
allowance of correction will be m ade w ithout a 
receipt.
Placing Ads
To place a classified ad, com e to the Office of 
Student Publications, located in the UC, Rm . 
20 22 , and fill out a classifieds form .
Alestle Office Hours:





( 6 1 8 )  6 5 6 - 7 1 5 5
311 North Main Street 
Edwardsville, IL 62025
(/¿otywooclTan
Want a Golden Tan in 60 seconds? 
Try our UV-Free Mystic Tan 
for only $11.00
N o  Limit
Locataci n«xt to Danny's in front of Wal-Mart 
wwwhoiiywoodtancc.com 656-8266
Personal trainers. G ym  staff. G roup fitness instructors. T h e y ’re 
supposed to  b e  pros. Yet m any are not. Only A C E -c e rtif ie d  trainers 
pass a rigorous test and participate in continuing fitness education. 
They know  how  to  prevent injuries, set goals, m otivate you, and get 
results. Uncertified trainers haven’t sw eated  through the exam . And 
their lack of kn o w -h o w  m ay lead you to  painful injury.
M ake sure your tim e in the gym  is safe  
and effective. Call us for the nam es of 
A C E -c e rt if ie d  trainers in your area. 
D on’t work out with a  quack.
ACE CERTIFIED
A C E  T * o  M a r k  o f  Q u a H t y
Look  fo r A C E  s ym b o l o f  e x c  
in filnottv  trainine? artd  oducatton .
F o r m o rn  in form ation , vimt o u r tu:
ivvvw . A G E fitno in i. a rg
A  P u blic  S e rv ic e  M e s s a g e  b ro u g h t to  y o u  b y  the A m e ric a n  C ou n cil o n  E xe rc ise , 
a  n o t-fo r-p ro fit orga n iza tio n  c o m m itte d  to  the  p ro m o tio n  o f safe a n d  effective e xe rc ise
American Council on Exercise
4 8 5 1  P A R A M O U N T  D R I V E ,  S A N  D I E G O ,  C A  9 2 1 2 3  U S A  
( 8 0 0 )  8 2 5 - 3 6 3 6  X 6 S 3  | W W W . A C E F I T N E S S . O R G  a m « » » i c a n  c o u n c i l  o n  i x i h c i i i a -
A M E R I C A ’ S A U T H O R I T Y  O N  F I T N E S S 1
why work out with an uncertified trainer?
